
Intro: For some, what we are about to talk about will be for you a warming 
of the heart.  But I must warn you right now, that it is not that way for 
everyone.  It is possible that others will hear what we talk about, sleepily blink 
their eyes throughout, take their children by the hand to depart -and feel very 
much like they havenʼt eaten breakfast at all today.  Still others may feel quite 
bothered. 
We have good news to discuss.  But good news is only really good news for 
those who find themselves in something quite bad, and have decided they 
donʼt want to be there.
In The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, the four Pevensie children have 
found their way into the frozen land of Narnia, ruled by the evil White Witch, 
and filled with talking animals, like Mr. Beaver.  Mr. Beaver meets them upon 
their entrance.  He knows the ancient prophecies.  He knows that when two 
sons of Adam, and two daughters of Eve arrive, it is a sign of the breaking of 
the Witchʼs winter spell.  He knows about Aslan the Lion, the true ruler of 
Narnia.  Listen to what happens when he tells the children...

“They say Aslan is on the move. -perhaps has already landed.”  And 
now a very curious thing happened. None of the children knew who 
Aslan was any more than you do; but the moment the Beaver had 
spoken these words everyone felt quite different... At the name of Aslan 
each one of the children felt something jump in itʼs inside.  Edmund felt 
a sensation of mysterious horror.  Peter felt suddenly brave and 
adventurous. Susan felt as if some delicious smell or some delightful 
strain of music had just floated by her.  And Lucy got the feeling you 
have when you wake up in the morning and realize that it is the 
beginning of the holidays or the beginning of summer.

You will notice that it wasnʼt good news for everyone.  That, will depend on 
you.
1. Good news is especially good for people who admit they need it 
and also want it.
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Did you know that “Gospel” is old English for “Good spell”, meaning “good 
story”.  For Christians, the good spell is that Christʼs death and resurrection 
have saved us from the bad spell (sin and wrong).  (Just how that is we will 
ponder next week.)  Those who believe in Jesus are free, forgiven, and 
destined to spend eternity in the very good story of God.
A. As I said already, not everyone thinks the announcement of Godʼs coming 
is good news. For Edmund it started out as terror.  Later in the story, folks in 
Narnia observe a strange thing:  First its a fog rising from the snow.  Then its 
the snow getting slushy so that a sled no longer works.  And before you 
know it, a kingfisher was singing, and bluebells were sprouting, and beach 
trees put forth delicate, transparent leaves, and the light passing through them 
took on a pale greenish color. And in the space of a few hours the whole 
wood was passing from January to May!  Take a look...

[SHOW SPRING CLIP OF NARNIA]
The Witchʼs dwarf servant knew what everyone else did:  “This is no 
thaw...This is spring.  ...Your winter has been destroyed, I tell you.  This is 
Aslanʼs doing!”  Now, the curious thing is that some are not happy about 
Aslanʼs presence breaking the power of a frozen winter.
B. And so it is in the world of men.  For some this gospel (the good news of 
Christmas that Jesus has come, and is coming again some day) is not good 
news at all.  It was not good news to the author of The Lion, the Witch, and 
the Wardrobe, who for much of his life was an atheist.  Because, it meant that 
there was a God.  And if a God, then we are accountable to him for falling 
short of his righteousness.  If a God, then anyone not siding with him is on the 
“wrong side of the door” of the Kingdom.  And even if you do side with God, it 
means giving up your independence, your living of your own way,  and for 
someone on that other side -this would make God very much a 
“transcendental interferer,” to use Lewisʼ words. 
Many see God as anything but loving and warm. More like, highly demanding, 
a strict killjoy, a surveillance-camera god. You may feel that he is more like a 
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parole officer to whom you must report like a released felon.   But this is the 
very misconception of God that we want to correct today.  However, you will 
probably not want to hear much about God, unless there is a little, at least a 
tiny part of you that is very tired of your winter. Say...

The winter of a mouth that says hurtful things to people before you can 
stop yourself.
The winter of a liaison you know to be wrong, and not really worth the 
family destruction you know itʼs heading to, but you canʼt seem to stop it.
The winter of a drinking habit thatʼs pickling more than your liver.
A winter of hating your parents for not giving you your way, even 
though you really despise what this life of constant hate is doing to your 
insides.
The winter of a body whose cells are not growing after the pattern cells 
are supposed to grow in. 
A winter of an eating disorder you canʼt seem to conquer.
A winter of depression that never seems to lift.

I guess what Iʼm hoping for first, it that someone here, along with me, is just a 
little bit tired of their winter.  Because if you are -I have some good tidings.  
There is a great thaw!
2. When God comes near me, he brings everything good along with 
him.
A. To put in in seasonal terms, God is the God of Spring!  The time of 
freshness, the season of birth.  The God we come to know through Jesus 
Christ is not the get-you-back God.  God is the start-over God.  The repairer 
God.  
Lets do a quick scan of Isaiah 40:

v1: “comfort, comfort my people says your God.”  Godʼs coming is 
really about comfort!  God does not desire to show up on the scene to 
zap everybody for everything theyʼve done wrong.

“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
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understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone 
to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9, NIB.

v3  “In the desert proclaim...”  Why the desert? 
v4 “the rugged places will become a plain.”  Why the rugged plain?  
Most kids like a good, rugged rock to scrape their knees and and test 
the grip of their new boots.   Wait a minute.  Valleys filled in, mountains 
leveled off does not mean everything needs to be plain-jane.  Itʼs the “fix-
it” image of God! Itʼs the expedient image.  God is making a smooth, fast, 
steam lined transportation vehicle so he can hurry to your side!
Furthermore, the desert is the dead place, and God is about turning 
dead into life.  God is about repairing damaged goods.  

And isnʼt that the point of Christmas?  Jesus did not come to clobber people 
and order them around.  Though he certainly had the authority to do so.  

v6-7: He came because “people are like grass.”  We get dried up and 
feel like weʼre blowing away.  And there is a God who happens to care 
about your dry-grass life and desires that you do not blow away.

You feel so insignificant.  And in a way, your right!
v12 Oceans are spit in his palms, comparatively.
v15  Whole nations (Persia, Rome, Iraq, USA, Japan) are a droplet in a 
3 gallon pail.
v22 The atmosphere that can burn up a comet or a space shuttle upon 
entry, are, to God, a play tent a child flops out to set up his plastic army 
men under. 
v26  Scientists tell us weʼre still discovering planets, but God has pet 
names for each one already. 

This is a picture of a big, big, powerful, strong-armed God.  But hereʼs the 
point.

v27  Why do you think youʼre insignificant? 
v29  This big God loves people.  He is all about fixing their lives.  All of 
this bigness of God is meant to give hope for disheartened people, 
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people who think God hasnʼt, doesnʼt, notice their little, puny, 
insignificant, yet routinely frustrating existence. 

B. But he does notice.  His coming was proof enough of that.  And he came 
to bring peace into your life.  God wants to thaw my frozen life.  God wants to 
inspire my hopeless life.  God wants to hydrate my dried up places.  Its how 
the prophecies of his coming always go!   Prophecies of Aslan were that 
wrong would be righted, and winter would melt.  Spring would come.   
Prophecies of Jesus are the same.

The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice 
and blossom. Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice 
greatly and shout for joy. ...Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, 
and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the 
wilderness and streams in the desert. The burning sand will become a 
pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals 
once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. (Isaiah 35:1-7, NIB).

Or think of Isaiah 11 when the Branch of Jesse comes.
The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead 
them...They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for 
the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover 
the sea. (Isaiah 11:6, 9, NIB).

God desires our peace, our refreshment.  Can you think of why that might 
be?  The Hebrews has a better word: God is the God of shalom. This is not 
the god you will read about in the Koran.  This is not the god who say shouts 
“Death to the infidels.”  Rather he is the God who seeks the infidels and 
beckons them come home. I want to read you an extended passage from Neil 
Plantinga on Shalom because I have never read a better description -and it 
moves the heart to know that this is what God wants for us.

As the great writing prophets of the Bible knew, sin has a thousand faces. 
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The prophets knew how many ways human life can go wrong because they 
knew how many ways human life can go right. (You need the concept of a wall 
on plumb to tell when one is off.) These prophets kept dreaming of a time when 
God would put things right again.

They dreamed of a new age in which human crookedness would be 
straightened out, rough places made plain. The foolish would be made wise, and 
the wise, humble. They dreamed of a time when the deserts would flower, the 
mountains would run with wine, weeping would cease, and people could go to 
sleep without weapons on their laps. People would work in peace and work to 
fruitful effect. Lambs could lie down with lions. And nature would be fruitful, 
benign, and filled with wonder upon wonder; all humans would be knit together in 
brotherhood and sisterhood; and all nature and all humans would look to God, 
walk with God, lean toward God, and delight in God. Shouts of joy and 
recognition would well up from valleys and seas, from women in streets and 
from men on ships. 

The webbing together of God, humans, and all creation in justice, 
fulfillment, and delight is what the Hebrew prophets call shalom. We call it 
peace, but it means far more than mere peace of mind or a cease-fire between 
enemies. In the Bible, shalom means universal flourishing, wholeness, and 
delight -a rich state of affairs in which natural needs are satisfied and natural 
gifts fruitfully employed, a state of affairs that inspires joyful wonder as its 
Creator and Savior who opens doors and welcomes the creatures in whom he 
delights. Shalom, in other words, is the way things ought to be...  

It would include, for instance, strong marriages and secure children. 
Nations and races in this brave new world would treasure differences in other 
nations and races as attractive, important, complementary. In the process of 
making decisions, men would defer to women and women to men until a crisis 
arose. Then, with good humor all around, the person more naturally competent 
in the area of the crisis would resolve it to the satisfaction and pleasure of both. 

Government officials would still take office (somebody has to decide 
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which streets are cleaned on Tuesday and which on Wednesday), but to 
nobody’s surprise they would tell the truth and freely praise the virtues of other 
public officials.  Public telephone books would be left intact. Highway 
overpasses would be free of graffiti.  Towtruck drivers and erring motorists 
would be serene on inner-city streets.

Business associates would rejoice in another’s promotions.... 
Intercontinental ballistic missile silos would be converted into training tanks for 
scuba divers.  All around the world people would stimulate and encourage one 
another’s virtues. Newspapers would be filled with well-written accounts of acts 
of great moral beauty, and, at the end of the day, people on their porches would 
read these and savor them and call to each other about them. 

Above all, in the visions of Christians and other theists, God would 
preside in the unspeakable beauty for which human beings long and in the 
mystery of holiness that draws human worship like a magnet. In turn, each 
human being would reflect and color the light of God's presence out of the 
inimitable resources of his or her own character and essence. Human 
communities would present their ethnic and regional specialties to other 
communities in the name of God, in glad recognition that God, too, is a radiant 
and hospitable community, of three persons. In their own accents, communities 
would express praise, courtesies, and deferences that, when massed together, 
would keep building like waves of a passion that is never spent. -Neil Plantinga, 
Not The Way It’s Supposed to Be, p.9-12.

C. That, my friends, is what Advent/ “coming” means.  That is what it means 
that God is on the move.  That is what he wants in your life.  That is why he 
came at Christmas. The thaw is on the way.  Shalom is coming.
Conclusion:  I love the thawing images Lewis weaves into his story.  Hereʼs 
another one.  You might recall that the Witchʼs septer turns whatever it 
touches to stone (a picture of what sin and evil do to us, as we saw last 
week). So her courtyard is filled with stone images that were once her 
enemies.  But in the final battle we learn something else about Aslan the lion.  
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He walks up to a stone figure, say of a faun, or an eagle and breaths upon it.  
Suddenly, the statue begins to “thaw”, color returns to the body. And in a 
moment there is before him a living, breathing creature once again!

Itʼs a picture of creation where God made Adam: “the LORD God 
formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.” Genesis 
2:7, NIV.
Itʼs a picture of the restoration Ezekiel prophesies about. “This is what 
the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, 
and you will come to life.” Ezekiel 37:5, NIV.

In the Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, if the restoration of the land is 
coming to pass in the thaw, the obvious conclusion for Narnians is that ALL 
the promises about the 4 thrones, and the return of Aslan, and the demise of 
the Witch -these must be true too.   And they are filled with hope because they 
are seeing signs.  The Bible is full of signs about Godʼs plan as well, and they 
are for giving us hope. If so many have come true, donʼt you think the rest is 
on the way? Advent is traditionally a time we look at many of those 
prophecies about Christ:

He would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2
He would be called out of Egypt (Hosea 11)
Born of a virgin (Isa.7)
The deaf would hear, the lame would walk. (Isa 35:5-6)

The People of Jesusʼ day could see the signs...
They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has 
appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to help his people.” 
This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding 
country. (Luke 7:16,17, NIB).

Hereʼs the point: we can look back and see that Godʼs plan HAS unfolded 
just as he said.  Therefore we can look forward in hope that the rest of his 
plan –Jesusʼ next coming, peace on earth, the end of death, crying and pain 
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(Rev.21)– WILL unfold as well. 
Be hopeful, friends, Aslan is on the move!  His spring will come.  
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